UNDERSTANDING STUDENTS WITH “ATTITUDE”

This is one of many brilliant messages written by Laurie Clarq. It explains what is going on with those aggravating “attitude kids.” 


  Date: Sat, 8 Sep 2001 12:36:45 -0400
  From: "Laurie C." <lingeric@rochester.rr.com>
Subject: Re: hair flipping and more :o)

Okay ladies and gentlemen...here it is..

We are a threat to hair flippers.

It is a well-developed protection mechanism designed to preserve a lifestyle which focuses on these young ladies' social strengths...beauty and social position.  Hair flipping is an art and a well-practiced communication device.  It says:

DON'T THREATEN MY WORLD.

Other students have this protection mechanism as well.  Each group has its own:  The Swagger and Swearers, The Smell like Smoke Shufflers, The Eyebrow Raisers,  The Can't Stop Gigglingers, The Smart Remarkers,The Grunters, The I Still Love Last Year's Teacherers,  The Eye Rollers, The Incessant Whisperers, and among others..another one of our favorites...The Great Sarcastic Remarkers.

These devices are automatic...particularly at the beginning of the school year when you don't know them, they don't know you , and the class doesn't know each other.  The mechanism says clearly:

THIS IS WHAT I AM COMFORTABLE DOING AND BEING IN FRONT OF OTHERS.  READ MY MECHANISM!!

In our position as language teachers we ask them almost immediately to do things WAY outside of their comfort zone.  It is very very threatening..  It is threatening because:

THEY ARE AFRAID TO MAKE MISTAKES. (to them a mistake is NOT always doing something wrong..sometimes it is doing the wrong thing)

THEY DON'T KNOW THEY CAN TRUST US.

THEY ARE WANT TO CONTROL WHAT OTHERS THINK OF THEM.

Deactivating these mechanisms takes love and time.  Be yourself.  Love them. Push gently.  Be patient.  Show them that you are proud of your weird and wonderful and individual self.   They will see you as a role  model...even if they have to be out of their teens before they begin to emulate you.

LOVE AND TIME.
Stuff we all need.

Laurie Clarcq
lingeric@rochester.rr.com
