Ap French Language Course Audit

Text Books:

· Champs-Elysées  – each student purchases a 3-issue subscription

This resource integrates all skills

· Une Fois pour Toutes – This resource focuses on grammar usage.

· Tâches d’encre – This resource focuses on developing writing skills 

· Candide – Literature

Literature study integrates all skills

· Film study: Cinema for French Conversation

Film study integrates all skills

Typical films studied in AP French include: Indochine, Jean de Florette and Manon des Sources, Les Parapluies de Cherbourg, and le Huitième Jour.

· Various novels, films and online resources (for outside reading and sustained silent reading)

· Trip to France during J-term including a weeklong language course at FIAP in Paris.  This teacher either travels to France with students in January, or organizes a course at Alliance Française. In either case, students have opportunity to take a course.

Course Summary:

Understanding that AP preparation begins in French I, students who find themselves in the AP French Language course will have a strong foundation consisting of an excellent working knowledge of French tenses, high frequency vocabulary, and will possess a intermediate to advanced level of fluency. This AP course taught predominately in French will integrate listening, speaking, reading and writing via the study of written, visual, and oral materials, as well as live French encounters. Students in this course pledge to speak only French in class, and to practice the four essential skills outside of class on a weekly basis. Students are required to read for pleasure during the week and to keep a reading log. The teacher seeks to make the course rigorous, yet enriching. The teacher will be vigilant to personalize the course work while helping students connect with the materials, films and reading selections.  The goal for students is to make applications to their own lives through the characters and events they encounter

throughout the course. Studying a language and its culture should enrich one’s life; learning should contain an element of pleasure.

Students in this class will have opportunity to secure a French email partner, travel to France during J-term, and will also have opportunity to host a French student during the summer preceding the fall AP-term. The main course objective is for students to acquire the vocabulary and structures of French so that they may be able to spontaneously produce reasonably accurate oral and written communication in French as well as to be able to read authentic current event articles, and at-level reading material. 

Course Outline: The foundation of the course is based on the Champs-Elysées articles.

This resource provides an excellent, real, whole language acquisition environment for students. Additionally this resource naturally integrates reading, listening, writing and speaking skills. Students will work intensively on one article each week for two or three weeks of every month. Each article will require four days to complete. Each article will culminate in a class discussion, which will serve as an assessment; along with a writing assignment using required tensing, vocabulary, and grammar structures from the article. Students are required to listen to the article outside of class as often as necessary in order to be comfortable and to do the exercises that accompany the article in the Champs-Elysées Plus workbook. Some class time is spent putting new vocabulary and grammar structures from the feature into storytelling situations in order for students to apply each article’s vocabulary and grammar structures in a conversational setting. The end goal is for students to acquire vocabulary, analyze the grammar structures, be able to get the meaning by listening to the article, and finally be able to discuss the article using the vocabulary and grammar structures presented in the article. Once students have a good grasp of the article solely by listening to the article followed by discussion, students will write an AP-style essay. 

In general Friday’s are reserved for film study. Students watch a segment of a film each Friday. The segment serves as a reference point for discussion. Film studies integrate history, culture and language seamlessly. This teacher uses French Film Cinema as a guide to lead class discussions and to investigate French film as a means to know the language and culture better, spark critical thinking and build vocabulary and speaking skills. Students are required to earn five points in class discussions by adding to the discussion. Students can lose points for not being able to express themselves with AP-level fluency 

The remainder of the month will be divided between writing prompts and writing exercises in Taches d’encre, grammar study, storytelling and reading.

Students write in response to film segments and in the case of articles. Students complete various chapters in Tâches d’encre, which addresses specific writing goals. By combining writing in Tâches d’encre and response writing based on a text students have the opportunity to develop writing skills to accommodate varied tasks. In short students will be able to report and analyze, craft character descriptions and personal biographies, discuss literature and poetry. Additionally students will tackle personal and professional correspondence.

Students will review tenses independently via the grammar text, but some class time will be devoted to breaking down the finer points of French grammar. As students continue to work through the explanations and exercises in Une Fois Pour Toutes, they are also encouraged to consult on-line self-testing services such as about.com.  Storytelling segments integrate listening and speaking seamlessly. The storytelling segments are based on the articles in the Champs-Elysées. As the teacher weaves a scenario using grammar structures and vocabulary from the current article, students must engage and be immersed in French. The class interacts as the teacher poses questions increasing in difficulty following Blooms taxonomy. Using a comic book style pictorial outline of the article, much like what is found on the AP exam, students must retell, change, or comment on the scenario just as in the AP test.

Additionally any ½ days, or odd left over days are deemed café days – students read approved novels for pleasure. This teacher has sets of novels in French that include: Agatha Chrisite’s Meurtre au Champagne, La Jeune Fille a la Perle and Le Monde de Narnia.  Students read in pairs or small groups. A group may choose the cyber café option and use the time for online activities. Students also keep a journal of vocabulary and structures from these selections by chapter to be used in short written summaries and “café discussions.”

Calendar for Course Outline:

August: 4-5 days

Champs-Elysées- 1 article

September: 22 days

Champs-Elyées – 3 feature articles – 12 days
Candide – 5 days  - reading /speaking

Une fois Pour Toutes – 3 days -  grammar
Film Study – on Friday’s only- 2 days – listening, speaking, writing

October: 22 days

Champs-Élysées – 3 feature articles – 12 days
Integrating all four skills

Tâches d’Encre– 3 days – writing 

Candide – 2 days reading/ speaking

Film Study – 4 days 

November –14-16 days

Candide – 4 days

Café - 1 day
Champs-Élysées – 2 feature articles – 8 days
Film study – 2 days

December – 16 days

Tâches d’Encre – 2 days

Film – 2 days

Champs-Élysées – 8 days
Une Fois Pour Toutes – 2

Candide - 2

January- 8-9 days

Language course in Paris – 

Champs-Elysées – 4 days

Film – 2 days

Candide – 3 days - Finishing Candide
February – 20 days

Champs-Élysées – 3 feature articles – 12 days
Ap Practice test – 2 days

Film Study - 2 days

Tâches d’Encre – 2 days

Une Fois Pour Toutes – 2 days
March: 22 days

Champs-Élysées – 3 feature articles – 12 days 

Ap Practice test – 2 days

Film Study - 4 days

Tâches d’Encre – 2 days

Une Fois Pour Toutes – 2 days
April: 22 days

Champs-Élysées – 3 feature articles – 12 days 

Ap Practice test – 2 days

Film Study - 4 days

Tâches d’Encre – 2 days

Une Fois – 1 days
Café day
May – there are approximately 8 days in May that precede the test.

Ap Practice test – 2 days

Champs-Elysées – 1 article

Une Fois Pour Toutes – as days allow before Advance Placement Test

Film Study - as days allow before AP Test

Web sites: to include but not restricted to:

About.com

BBC Ma France

Word Champ

Paroles.net

Tv5.org

